D-760 


CHINA 


PRESS. 


2 1938 


“Found 


Margaret 


Inquest 


Slain 


Body 


Conducted In 


Hearing 
Camera; 


Slain 


Veksler | 


‘Over 


Girl’s 
Is Held 


Funeral 


Services Today 


The preliminary inquest over the 
body of Margaret: Veksler, 21-yvear- 
old Russian emigre of ihe Jewish 
faith, whose dead body was dis- 
covered last Friday evening in the 
apartment of Captain H. M. Smyth, 
O.BE., Assistant Commissioner of 
the Shanghai Municipal Police, was 
opened in the Kiaochow Road pub- 
lic mortuary yesterday morning. 

The hearing, which lasted 
throughout the morning, was con- 
ducted strictly in camera, and was 


confined largely to the evidence 
given by Captain Smyth and a 
hotel boy of the Broadway Man- 
sions. : 


The deceased is survived by a 
mother and a young child, both in 
Harbin. It is reported that Captain 
Smyth has already sent a cable to 
Harbin informing the mother of 
the tragedy. 

Yesterday's inquest was attended 
by representatives of the Shanghai! 
Municipal Police, including one of 
the Assistant Commissioners. How- 
ever, Mis: ally Bochma 

y person close to the deceased! 

: hai, wa r-! 


r pad 
mitted to attend the inquest, and! 


son for this could not be 
ascertained. 


Funeral Services ‘Today 


Due to the religious belief. of the} 
deceased, her funera) services will 
be held today at the Baikal Road. 
jJewish Cemetery. It is the Jewish 
custom for burials to take place by’ 
sundown, not more than one day; 
after death. It is understood that 
arrangements have been made for 
the services to be held this after- 
noon, when a Rabbi from the 
Jewish Synagogue will officiate. 

According to the only available 


police information last night, de- 
tectives are working on the theory 
that Miss Veksler was murdered by 
Captain Smyth's houseboy. It was 
revealed that there was some evi- 
dence to show that the assailant 
had struggled violently with the de- 
ceased. 


Came Here Five Years Ago 

‘Miss Veksler, it was learnt yester- 
day, arrived in Shanghai about five 
years ago when she studied for 
about a year in the Public School 
for Girls. 

Not lone afterwards she married 
Alited Haimovitch and they. were 
subsequently understood to have se- 
been ee nersto she was em- 
ployed in a cafeteria establishment 
knewn as “Kleinermann's” on 
Avenue Joffre. It was stated that 
she firsL knew Captain Smyth about 
two years ago 

The murder was committed be- 
tween 4.30 and 5.30 o'clock Friday 
‘afternoon, her body being discover-! 
ed with wounds in the head lying’ 
on the floor by Captain Smyth 
when he returned from police head- 
quarters. The two had arranged to 
meet at the flat to discuss a trip 
jwhich Miss Veksler was expected to 
take to England, to meet Captain 
Smyth’s family. | 

When Captain Smyth arrived at 
the apartment he found it locked 
and consequently called the floor 
boy of the hotel for a key. The 
boy opened the door, and it was 
then that the gruesome discovery 
was mace. 


It is understood that the remains 
of Miss Veksler will be interred in 
& special section of the Jewish, 
cemetery reserved for those who 
have met their death by violence. 


ry 


SHANGHAI TIMES. 
ngT ence 
Inquest Held 
In Murder Of 
Young Lady, 


Police Still Trying To 
Loeate Roomboy Who 
Is Implicaied 


SERVICES TO BE HELD 
HERE THIS MORNING 


The inquest into the death of 
Margaret Veksler, 21-year-old 
Russian Jewess, who was found 
murdered on Friday evening in 
the Broadway Mansions flat of 
Captain H. M. Smyth, 0.B.£., 
Assistant Commissioner of the 
Shanghai Municipal Police, was 
held at the public mortuary 
in Kiaoghow Road yesterday 
morning. 

It is understood that evidence wis 
given by Captain Smyth — himseilt 
and by one of the roomboys em- 
ployed at the Broadway Mansions 
The inquest was uttended by re- 
presentatives of the Shanghai 
Municipal Police including one of 
the Assistant Commissioners. The 
hearing was opened at 10.15 o'clock 
and lasted for several hours. 

Police Theory 

The police stated yesterday that 
they were working on the theory 
that Miss Veksler had been mur- 
dered by Captain Smyth's houseboy. 
There was evidence to show that a 
struggle of a violent nature had 
occurred between Miss Veksler and 
her assailant, it was stated. 


In the meantime efforts are being 
made to locate the roomboy who is 
said to have absconded, but it is 
hoped that this task will be facil- 
itated in view of the rigid control 
being maintained in Hongkew. It 
is necessary for all Chinese in that 
area to carry passes bearing a com- 
plete identification. fuse" 

Additional information regarding 
iss Veksler was made available 
here yesterday when it was stated 
that she h been a_ resident of 
Shanghai for about five years and 
is survived by her mother now liv- 
ing in Harbin. Miss Veksler stud- 
ied at the Public School for Girls 
here fer two years but had few 
close friends in Shanghai. 

Jewish Custom Respected 


It is understood that the mother 
has been notified and that funeral 
services will be held at 10.30 o'clock 
this morning at the Jewish Ceme- 
tery in Baikal Road. In order that 
the Jewish custom which stipulates 
that burial must take place without 
delay might be complted  witi.. 
efforts were made to complete the 
inquest yesterday. It is understood 
that the remains will be interred 
in a special section of the Jewish | 
cemetery reserved for those who 
have met their death by violence. - 

Miss Veksler was murdered be- 
tween 4.30 and 5.30 o'clock on Fri- 
day afternoon, her body having 
been discovered by Captain Smyth 
when he returned home from police 
headquarters. Captain Smyth, it is 
stated, had planned to discuss wita 
cher a trip which she was taking t» 
\England, during the course ot} 
~which she planned to visit his 
family. 


oy 


perth. 
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VERDICT ON VEKSLER 
KILLER TO-DAY 


Heavy Penalty For Cook 
Expected; Reburial Of 
Girl Not Detinite 


‘he fate of Yu Yen-yuen, 20- 
vepr-old cogk-bey, who confessed 
to having murdered Miss Margaret 
Veklor, 22-year-old Russian, in 
the epart vent of Captyin VY. M. 
Smyth, on.b.. Denuty Comimis- 
sioner of the Shanghai Municipal 
Police, at Broadway Mansions on 
September 20, this year, will be 
made known this morning when 
Judge Wong will deliver his ver- 
dict at the First Special District 
Court. 

There have been two hearings of 
the trial since it was opened about 
two weeks ago, following the 
arrest of the accused, who, at both 
sessions, contessed his guilt to the 
crime and related vwhat had hap- 
pened. 

The accued told the Court that 
he had been scolded by. the deceas- 
ed, after which he struck her 
en the nose with a long knife. He 
denied, however, that he ‘had taken 
au bottle ‘of beer out of the refri- 
gerator. He stated that Miss Veks- 
ler had taken it out. but admitted 
that he had struck her on the head 
with it. 

In his” final suniming-up, the 
p: osecutor, Assistant Municipal 
Advocate T. Y. Chang, contended 
that the murder had been pre- 
meditated and that there was no 
question of self-defence. He asked 
that severe punishment be meted 
out to the accused. Mr. Pao 
Ching, attorney for the defence, 
pleaded for leniency, stating that 
the accused had no previous con- 
victions and that the crime was 
committed in a fit of rage. 

Meanwhile, earlier statements 
that the deceased, Margaret Veks- 
ler, would be reburied in the 
Baikal Road Jewish Cemetery fol- 
lowing the present Jewish festivals, 


could not be confirmed yesterday, | 


although it is understood. that the 
girl's mother, Mrs. . Mordohovich, 
has declared to Jewish officials here 
that her daughter was of the Jew- 
ish faith and. requested, _ therefore, 
that,-her reburial be held at the 
Baikal Road Cemetery. 
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Wexler Killer - 


Jailed For Life 


OCT 19 1928 


Chinese Cook Receives 


Sentence; 


Remains 

Yu Yih-yuen, zl-year-old cook- 
boy, was sentenced to life impri- 
sonment by Jydge Wong in the 
First Special District Court this 
morning, tor the murder of Miss 
Margaret Wexler, 22. Russian, at 
Broadway Mansions on September 
30. He was also deprived of his 
civil rights for life. He will serve 
the sentence in Ward Road Jail. 

The effeminate cookboy took the 
decisicn calmly. He Cid not file 
notice of appeal today, but is ex- 
pected that he will appeal against 
the decision in the high Chinese 
court. 

In Police Quarter 

The youthful boy, who is a na- 
tive cf Tinghai in Chekiang, 
murdered Miss Wexler in the liv- 
ing quarters of Captain H. M. 
Smyth, deputy commissioner of 
the S.M.P., on the afternoon of 
Septemter 30, after a quarrel over 
bad eggs. P Z 

The cookboy made a full con- 
fession upon his arrest six days 
after the murder, both at the 
Police station and in open court. 
It required only two court sessions 
to conclude thp case. 

Details Given 

Detailed particulers concerning 
the crime were given at the court 
both by the convicted cookboy and 
by Mr. T. Y. Chang, municipal 
advocate, who brought a charge of 
premediated murder against him 
during the first hearing. It was 
brought out during the trial that 
Yu had been in the employ of 
Captain Smyth since July last 
year. 

Motive Said Revenge 

The actual murder was prompt- 
qd by revenge, it was stated. Fre- 
quently scolded by /JIiss Wexler 
for his alleged slack habits, the 
cookboy was not on friendly terms 
with the victim, he said. On the 
day oi murder, he was scolded 
several times for having purchased 
bad eggs, resulting in a quarrel 
during which both resorted to 
rough-house tactics. He stated 
that he killed her because he was 
afraid that she might tell Captain 
Smyth about the fighting in the 
apartment. 

An altercation between the boy 
and Miss Wexler took place at 
about 8 o'clock on the morning of 
September 30. While serving both 
Captain Smyth and Miss Wexler 
at breakfast, he was reprimanded 
by the latter for bringing in bad 
eggs. He offered no argument, he 
stated. 

Bought Eggs 

Captain Smyth left for his office 
after breakfast and Yu was told 
to buy eggs at the market by Miss 
Wexler. About 10 o'clock, one 
Mrs, .Iay Dukoff paid a call on 
Miss Wexler.. They went out to- 
gether to buy 2 box of chocolates 
and Miss Wexler returned within 
an hour alone. 

While Yu was cleaning up the 
bedroom, Miss Wexler is alleged, 
to have scolded him again for not. 
having, picked up soiled silk pan-} 
ties from under the bed. At) 
about this time, a telephone cail 
came from one of the took’s e+ 
latives. Again Miss Wexler was; 
said to have been angry for his 
use of the telephone. ° BS 

Had Fight. | 

Miss Wexler followed the boy 
to the kitchen where she picked! 
up a damaged egg from the win- 
dow sill and allegedly accused the 


Prisoner 


Calm ; 
boy of having bought bad cggs. 
The latter retorted and snatched 
the egg away trom Miss Wexler 
Angered by this she allegedly 
struck the boy. who fought back 
by hitting her with the handle of 
a meat knife. 

Threatening to tell Cantain 
Smyth about the incident, Miss 
Wexler is alleged to have tele- 
phoned to a friend in Russian. It, 
was later ascertained that Miss, 
Wexler had _ telephoned Mrs | 
Dukoff. ; 

She then returned to the living 
room and read a magazine. It 
was about 12.30 o'clock. The cock 
was again called in and this um 
he was allegedly scolded for not 
having dusted a table properly. At 
this time blend was trickling from 
her nose. 

Struggle On Floor 

She suddenly noticed the blood 
and allegedly again attacked the 
boy. Both struggled on the floor 
for some time during which Mis~ 
Wexler bit the boy's finger and 
seratched his face an’ in curn 
had her hand bitten. The weaker 
of the two, Miss Wexler ceased 19 
struggle. 

The boy returned to the kitchen 
and took out a full pint bottle of 
beer from the refrigerator and went 
into the living room again. He 
hit her five cr six times on the 
head with it. He crossed the 
recm and pulled down the blind. 
Then he took out a big piece of 
blotting paper and wrote eight 
Chincsa characters, meaning: “If 
you do not sucesed in injuring 
others. you will injure ycurself.” 

Took Money, Watch 

At this juncture he heard the 
woman gasp. Alarm2d, he found 
a piece cf canvas string and tiec. 
it around her neck. Then he 
covered the bedy with a towel and 
a blanket. E2fcre, leaving the 
premises, Yu ransacked the draw- 
ers and took out $4, 80 cr 90 
cents from the weman’: handbag 
and a wrist watch from the body. 

For six days he lav lew in the 
western area. Believing that 
Yengping Road was in Chinese ter- 
ritery, Yu for several nights clept, 
in unattended cars parked on the 
street. He pawnéd the watch and 
his clothes. He was arrest?d on 
Yenping Road en October 6 by 
Chinese Detective Conttabl2 177. 

Inquest Held 

The verdict cf the inquest on 
Miss Wexler by the ccurt pro- 
curator was to the effect that 
death wag caused by a blunt, in- 
strument and by suffccation. The 
bov has no previous convictions. 

These in charge of the cas8 
were Detective Sub-Insp2ctor M. 
Crowther, Detective Sub-Inspector 
Chu Chi-huang and Detective- 
Sergeant S. Craig. 
= Question Of Burial 

Miss Wexler was buried at the 
Hungjao Road cemetery, although 
the burial was at one time 
scheduled to be held at the Jewish 
cemetery cn the greund that she 
was a J2wess. Her mother re- 
ecntly arrived from Harbin and 
is reported to have requested a 
re-burial at the Jewish cemetery. 

According to lIccal Rus-zians, 


| Miss Wexler was fermfrly employ- 


t@ at the former Klienneman's 
Cafe and a lozal foreign hetel as 
a bar-girl. The murder of Miss 
Wexler drew city-wide interest, 
being the first murder of a for- 
eigner by a Chinese this year. 
———.—_—_—. 


Vetober 15, 1938. 
sactern Times and other local newspapers :- 
DEATH OF MARGARET WEXLER 

At 2 Peme September 30 a Russian lady named Margaret 
Vexler living in Flat 50.14 on the Sth floor of Broadway Nansions 
was murdered by her house boy named Yu Yeh-yuen HK UF) » age 21, 
native of Ningpo. The :nurderer escaped but he was apprehended 
several days later by Chinese detective sergeant Sung Kwei-hwa 
(4 #4 #) of West Hongkew Station in the vicinity of Connaught 
Road and Yenpinz Road -nd subsequently handed over to Hongkew 
Station. Together with Chow Ching-dong (/] Ss), a cook working 
in the Mansions, who was a suspect in the case, he was arraigned 
before the Shm ghai First Special District Court and remanded in 
custody. During the period of the remand, the Folice ascertained 
that Chow Ching-dong had no connection with the case and an 
aoplication was made for his releaseo 

Yesterday the accused Yu Yeh-yuen appeared before the 
Court. Mr. l.¥. Chang, Assistant Municipal Advocate, who 
prosecuted, addressed the Court, saying "Some photographs have 
been taken by the Police of the deceased after her death. It 
has also been ascertained by the doctor that the wounds on the 
deceased's head were caused by blunt or sharp instruments (photo- 
graphs »roduced for tne inspection of the Court). A wrist watch 
worn vy the deceased at the time of her death was stolen by the 
accused who pledged it at the Cheng Dah Pawnshop GAT FAY, 1.5.909 
Connaught Road, for %6. Now the watch cannot be recovered as the 
accused sold the pawn ticket to a stranger who later redeemed it. 
The accused is charged with manslaughter under Article 271, 
Section 1, of the Chinese Criminal Code and in view of the 
cruelty in which the accused committed the crime, the Court 
is recuested to impose the capital punishment." 

Questioned by the Court, the accused stated that the 
deceased caught hold of his hair, struck him and tore his coat 
and he, in a fit of fury, stuck back at here He asked the 
Court for leniencye ey, 

The Court ordered the accused to be remanded in % ram, 
custody pending a judgmente : 
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Captain Smyth Talks In Secret 


With Judge About Wexler Murder 


“_ 


Case; Cook-Boy Faces Tribunal 
In Last Hearing; Judgment Due 


Sentence Expected Wednesday 
On Chinese Killer Of Young 


Foreign Girl In Apartment 


Suryth Dodges Open Court Testimony; Says Boy 
Slack In Work, Gambled; Wexler Visitor 
Identified; Boy Again Questioned 


Says Victim Lived In Smyth Flat 


——_______ 


Captain H. M. Smyth, O.B.@., deputy commissioner of 
the S.M.P.. testified before Judge Wong in a half-hour secret 
session behind closed doors in the judges’ private room at the 
First Special District Court this morning, in connection with 
the murder of Miss Margaret Wexler, 22-year-old Russian. 
who was killed by the officer’s ecook-boy, Yu Yih-yuen, 21, 
native of Tinghai, Chekiang, cn farmaticn to ths judge as to the 
Scptember 30. _Characterof his former cook- 

He is the only witness to testify) bcy. He is understood tz have said 
befere the court since the urial of| that_the—Eoy had been slevk in 
the ccck-boy started in the tri-] his work lately’ and had bean 
bunal last week, following the} making frequent visits to gambling 
rey's arrest cn Cctober 6 on Yen-] rescrts. = 
peng Road. Se far evidence wus} “phe trial of the cook-boy was, 
Ercduccd caly by the nue al however, helg in the open court, 
acvocate, Mr. T. Y. Chang, 2nd! soon after the conclusion of the 
Detective Sub-Inspector M. Crow-) private session. After a lengthy 
ther, who was in charge of the questioning of the accused aud 
case, presentation of further cvidence 

Seerecv Maintaine? by Mr. Chang and Mr, Crowther, 

The testimony of Captain Smyth’ the indr2 called for a summing 
this morning was given on the top up of the case. Pleadings wer: 
floor of the building, which is in- conclud2d today ang judgment was! 
accessible to court attendants ex- reserved until next Wednesday. 
cept judges and secretaries con-)| Photes Shown 
nectzc with the judicial orgzniza-'| Mr. Chang opened the session 
ticn. Great secrecy and mystery by presenting 10 photographs 


, Captain Smyth arrived at the | by Captain Smyth. 

e } ) ccurt shortly after 9 o'clock, 7nd 

at abcut 9.30 o’clock he was 2=cort- 

ed to the judges’ recess room where 

the session took place behind cles2d 

docrs. He left the court in his 
Fl car at 10 o'clock. 


909 Connaught Roegi, according 
. to the advocate. It was disclosed 

) that the boy sold the pawn ticket 
ne . . ‘te em wnknown man, who re- 

lg Mf Saic Boy Was Slack  —s | deemeg the watch the following 
{ Y Both the advocate and the pclice day. During the course of in- 
Xo cfficers in charge of the case were vestigation the police also re- 
= ij > nencommital in regard to the nar | covered Captain Smyth's old 


ture of the secret session, but it | clothes from a pawnshop. It is \ 


svas_learned {rom _varicus fourc?s | presumed that the boy stole the Pe 
that Captain Smyth gave _in- = ‘ 


4 / 
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clothes and pawned them, 
cording to the attorney. 


Had Visitor 


The Russian woman who called 
on Miss Wexlsr on the morning of 
the dav of the murder was Mrs. 
Iay Dukoff, who lives at Ant 191 
Majestic Apartments, Bubbling 
Well Road. She is reporte, to 
Nava told the nolise that she went 
to Broadway Mansions at about 
10 o’clock that morning and both 
went out to buy a box of choco- 
dates. Miss Wexler returned to 
the flat within 40 minutes. It 
was Mrs, Dukoff who receive; a 
telephone message from = Mis< 
Wexler shortly after noon, but 
ncthing was said about the alter- 
cation between Miss Wexler and 
the boy, it was. stated. Mrs 
Dukoff was not in court today to 
testify. The advecate also told 
the court that the hair found on 
tho beer bottle was that of the 
victim, as a result of examiMation 
be chemists, 

The cook-boy was 
tioned by the judge. 

“When did you start working for 
Captain Smyth?” askeq th judge. 

Cock: “Scme time in July last 
year,” 


ace 


then ques- 


Lived There 
became a 


Girl 


Judge. “When you 
cook ig his (Captain Smyth's) 
employ in July last year, was 
Miss Wexler living in the fiat?” 

Cock: “Yes. I feund her jiving 
there.” 

The cook-boy then recounted 
what he had said during the pre- 
vious hearing last week, saying 
that he was scolded often by Miss 
Wexler. We admitted that his 
brother-in-law, who was formerly 
eke a cenk-boy in the emptov of 
Captain Smyth, had warned him 
on September 20 that his master 
was planning to find another cook 
because cf his alleged slack habits, 
Yu admitted that he slept late 
in the morning several times and 
was accordingly scolded for it. 


Changes Testimony 


The cook-boy practically re- 
iterated the same statement he 
made during the last hearing, with 
ene exception. Refuting his 
former ccnfession, he denied that 
he tock out a small beer bottle 
(Horsehead brand) frm the re- 
frigerator and struck her with it 
five or six times, He said that the 
bottle was taken out of the re- 
{riecrator by Miss Wexler. 

The advocate then’ explained 
that Miss Wexler, according to 
investigations, was a total 
abstainer and she therefore would 
not have taken ou: the bottle. 


Mr. Crowther testified that the 


refrigerator had ample room for 
the beer bottle and there was no 


reason why it should have been) 


taken cut by the victim. To this 
the boy had nothing to say. 


Writes Characters 


The boy was asked to re-write 
the eight characters he had writ- 
ten on a big piece of blotting 
vaper, which read, “If you do not 
succeed in injuring others, you 
will injure yourself." The hand- 
writing was similar beyond a 
ecubt derlarcd the judge after 
reading the duplicate copy, The 
boy was questioned no further. 

Mr. Chang, in summing up the 
case, stated that evidence tends 
to show that the murder had been 
premeditated. The fact that 
the boy struck the woman with 
the beer bottle after she ceased fo 
struggle and that he tied a string 
around her neck and smothered her 
with a klanket is proof that the 
murder was deliberate, the  ad- 
vocate ccentinued. There was no 
question cf self-defense as the 
weman was unconscious when the 


boy struck her with the _ bottle, 
the attorney concluded. He asked 
the judge to mete out a severe 


punishment to the cook-boy, in 
spite of the fact that he has no 
previcus convictions. 
Asks Leniency 

Mr, Pao Ching, attorney then 
tock the stand und defended the 
accused, He asked leniency = on 
the ground that the boy had no 
eriminal record und that he com- 


milted the crime in a fit of rage. 
The murder o!_ Miss Wexler, 
whieh_is_drawing clcese attention 
in_Shanghai despite high golice 
crts to bush it up, tésk place 


between 1 and 3 e’clock on the 
afternosn of Scptcrmber 30 in 
Captain Smyth’s flat. The boy, 
who has not bern cn friendly 
terms with the victim, was scolded 
during breakfast by Mi*s Wexler, 
for serving bad eggs. 


Got Into Fight 


Nething happened until noon 
when Miss Wexler again allegedly 
scclded the boy for having pur- 
chased a damaged egg which she 
fcund cn the window sill in the 
kitchen. She all2gedly slapped 
‘he boy. They quarreled s,1d bot 
resorted te rough-house _ tactics 
aguring which the boy struck her 
with the handle of a knife. 


Shortly afterward, they resumed 
their Guatrel in the living room. 
They struggled cn the floor for 
some time. When the woman 
ccased to struggle, the boy took 
eut a bottle of heer from the re- 
frigerator and struck her several 
timcs With it. Then he tied a 
pizee of string, around her neck 
and smothered her with a blanket. 
After writing the eight Chines: 
characters, he changed his clothes 
and :scaped to the western dit- 
strict, where he was located = 
days* ‘Yater. . 
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Mother Wants’ 
Re-Burial Of 
Veksler Body 


Claims Daughter Was Of 
Jewish Faith, Rates 
Second Funeral 


It wes learned vesterdny by THe 
Cuina Press that Mrs. R. Mordoho- 
vich. the mother of the late 
Margaret Veksler who = arrived in 
Shanghai last week from Dairen, 
has already approached officials in 
charge of the Jewisit cemetery her? 
to have her daughter re-buried in 
the Baikal Road cemetery. 


It was stated by a leading official 
ef the Jewish community here that 
this measure was being insisted 
upon by Mrs. Mordohovich, who 
claimed that her daughter belong~ 
ed to the Jewish faith and, ‘there- 
fore. should be accorded rites ac- 
cording to her retigion. 


The Official maintained, however. 
that the transfer arrangements 
would be discussed immediately fol~ 
lowing the Jewish festival of Suc- 
coth which is now in progress. 


Margaret Veksler was buried in 
the Hungjao Cemetery on October 
2 following her tragic death in a 
flat in the Broadway Mansions two 
days earlier. 


Indications were made to THF 
Tuna Press by the Jewish official 
that on his own instance he had 
ipproached the police in order to 
-eceive the body of thé girl for her 
‘urial at the Jewish Cemetery on 
Saikal Road. 


However, the official stated, 
despite giving the police proof of 
the deceased girl's religious belief, 
the burial was carried out at the 


Hungjao Cemetery under differen’) 


religious principles. 


\ 
A. 


October &, 1938. 


Eastern Times and other local newspapers i- 
THE MURDER IN BROADWAY MANSIONS 

At about 1 pom. September 30, a Russian lady named 
Margaret Wexler, age 22, was murdered at her home, Room No.14 -n 
the 5th floor of Broadway Mansions. Officers from Hongkew Police 
Station ascertained that one Chow Ching-dong Uz AF) > native 
of Ningpo, a boy employed to look after Room 514 of the Mansions, 
was concerned in the mirder. 

Chow was arrested and charged in Court where he made 
a statement that the crime was committed by Yu Yeh-yuen GY4-%), 
aleo of Ningpo, age 21, a boy working in Room No.14. Chow was 
remanded in custody and during the period of remand C.D.eC. Sung 
Kwei-hva HEX) of West Hongkew Police Station received 
information that Yu Yeh-yuen had been seen in the vicinity of 
Yenping Road, Zau Ka Tu Gi”). A watch was kept and at 3 pem. 
October 6 the Chinese detective apprehended the man and handed 
him over to Hongkew Police Statione 

Yesterday morning Yu Yeh-yuen was arraigned before 
the First Shanghai Special District Court. 

- Chang Tien-ying UEZ/£) » Assistant Municipal 


f Aavocate, who conducted the prosecution, addressed the Court as 


Ne, epzioss t- “The accused Yu Yeh-yuen has admitted at the Police 


BO 


oe 


» Station that it was he who murdered the Russian lady. The 


. accused was employed as a boy by the deceased woman in July last 


year at a monthly wage of $15 which had since been increased to 
$20. Recently he had been very rude in his work and there had 
been frequent telephone messages for him from outside. The 
deceased expressed great dissatisfaction with all this. On the 
morning of the murder, the accused cooked two eggs for breakfast. 
spon finding that the eggs were bad, the deceased reprimanded hime 
‘The deceased then gave him $6 and told him to go to the market to 
buy two chicken and two duck eggs. He subsequently returned with 


‘i ws the purchases for which he had paid 40 cents and handed the 
cao t 
te °-fGaenre to the deceased who the money in a bag as there was 


- 2a 


a@ lady guest presente At 10-30 aeme the deceased told him to 
clean the dishes and the furniture in the bed room. Soon after 
she went to inspect the work and found that it had not been 
properly done and she again scolded hime At noon she went 

into the kitchen and saw Yu using a knife to cut cabbage. She 
Saw also the remains of a salted egg eaten by Yu. She took the 
egg and severely scblded Yu. The latter snatched the egg from 
her hands and said that the egg was his. The deceased then 
slapped him in the face. MInfuriated, the accused resisted and 
at the same time struck the deceased on the nose with the handle 
of the knife. As it was tiffin time, the deceased left the 
kitchen in an angry mood and went back to her room where she 

Sat on a sofa with a mat cover and began reading a certain 
periodical. Soon afterwards, the deceased suddenly discovered 
that the table in the room was covered with a thin layer of dust. 
She went to the kitchen, dragged Yu into the room and made him 
look at the dust. Yu replied that he would attend to it when 
he had finished his other worke The deceased then declared 
that she would tell Mr. Smyth (husband of the woman) by telephone. 
Yu was frightened. He went to the next room and from an exchange 
he listened and found the deceased conversing with a Russian lady 
friend over the telephonee Yu then realized that her statement 
that she would inform Mr. Gnyth by telephone was a threat. While 
he was about to return to the kitchen, he heard the deceased 
Calling for him. On entering the room, he saw the deceased 
sitting on the sofa and began to scold him. At this time the 
deceased suddenly felt some fluid tickling down her face. On 
wiping it off with her hand, she found it to be blood and 
realized that it had been caused by the blow with the knife 
handlee She became angry, seized Yu by the hair and struck 
him. In a temper he struck back with his fist and both fell 

to the floor. The fingers of both of them were bitten. Yu 


again struck the woman in the temple with his fist and soon 


afterwards she lay on the floor unconscious. ‘Yu was scared 


aw 3 


and did not know what to do should his master, Mr. Smyth, return. 
Here the thought of murder occurred to hime He went to an ice 
box and took out a bottle with which he struck several blows at 
the head of the woman. Subsequently he saw blood flowing from 
the deceased's mouth and nose and there was a croaking noise in 
her throate Afraid that she might recover consciousness, he 
Placed a piece of white cloth around her neck and strangled her. 
He then discarded his blood-stained clothing and stockingse 
After removing the wrist watch from the woman and $4 from the 
bag, he went awaye He went into hiding in the vicinity of Zau 
Ka Tu, at night he slept in d leyways or empty garages. He has 
been taken to the scene of the crime to make various demonstra- 
tions. Chow Ching-dong, a suspect in the present case, is also 
in Court and a remand is applied for to enable the Police to 
investigate whether or not he had any part in the crime." 

Questioned by Judge Huang Zuh-sung a F/ “), the 
accused Yu Yeh-yuen admitted the crime. He was —— in 
custodye 

As regards Chow Ching-dong, Judge Huang ordered 
that if he was found innocent, the Police could release him 
on reliable securitye 

At the time of his arrest, Yu Yeh-yuen was wearing 
only a sleeveless wtheowenr ane a pair of dark trousers, the 
rest of his clothing having been pawned; even the deceased's 
wrist watch had been pledged in a pawn shop, the address of 


which is, so far, not knowne 
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TIMES, 


Boy Admits 


Killing Miss! 


Veksler After Quarrel" 


Resented Steady Nagging By Russian Gir Over 
Purchase Of Eggs And Alleged eelued i 


1 wre 


: Clean Apartment; Describes Struggld_/ dete 


Standing calmly in the dock in 
a crowded courtroom at the First 
Specigl : District Court yesterday 
morning, Yu Yen-yuen, 20-year-old 
cock-boy formerly employed by 
Captain iH. M.. Smyth, o.B.6., 
Deputy Conunissioner of the Shang- 
hai Municipal Police, pleaded guilty 
to the charge of having murdered 
Miss Margaret Veksler, 22-year-old 
Russian-Jewess. 


In afew words Yu. a= small, 
effeminate-looking, native’ of 'Tinghai, 
who was arrested on Thursday 
afternoon on Yenping Rvad by 
S.M.P., detectives, described his 
motive for the tervible crime. “I 
killed her because of 2 couple of 
eggs.” he aid, “she thought I 


bought bad eggs and scolded me for 
it! We quarrelled, fought, and in 
the end I suppose I killed her.” 
Almost at the start of the hearings: 
Yu pleaded guilty to the charge of 


murder which was brought against 
him bythe Assistant Municipal 
Advocate, Mr. T. Y. Chang. The 


udvocate’ then immediately com- 
menced outlining the case for the 
prosecution, based on police findings 
and the confession which had been 
made by Yu at the Hongkew Police 
Station shortly after his arrest, 
After Mr. Chang had concluded his 
lengthy outline of the case, Yu was 
questioned by Judge Wong and 
described in detail the events that 
transpired in Captain Smyth's 
apartment at the Broadway Man- 
sions on the day of the murder, 
Friday, September 30. 


Scolded Boy 

Evidence given during the hear- 
ing tended to show that the mur- 
dered woman had repeatedly 
scolded the boy for alleged laxity 
in his duties. Yu, who had been 
in the employ of Captain Smyth, 
since July, 1937, was for some time 
on bad terms with Miss Veksler. 
His salary it was stated was $20 
per month. 

On the day of the murder, the 
advocate told the court, Yu as usual 
got up early to attend to his duties 
in Captain Smyth's apartment. At 
8 am. he served breakfast to 
Captain Smyth and Miss Veksler. 
When he served the eggs, Miss 
Veksler scolded him, saying that 
the eggs were _bed., He felt 
“peeved” but did not argue, the 
advocate continued. At 8.15 am. 
Captain Smyth left for the office 
and about an hour later Miss 
Veksler asked the boy to buy four 
eggs at- the market giving him $5. 
He went to the market and bought 
two ducks eggs and two chicken 
eggs. Upon returning he gave Miss 
Veksler $4.60 change. Later in the 
morning a Russian woman friend 
of Miss Veksler arrived and Yu 
left the apartment for a few 
minutes to change his clothes. 

Objects to Phone Call 

At about noon as Yu was cleaning 
up in the bedroom, he was ap- 
proached by the deceased and again 
allegedly. scolded for not having 
cleaned the room*properly. She al- 
degedly picked up some clothing 
from under. the bed and appeared 


to be angry because the boy had} 


not put it away. Just then a 
telephone rang and when Misg 
Veksler answered it, it’ was for the 


boy, she later scolded kim for 
having, people call him at tho 
apartment. ; 


The boy went back to the kitchen 


‘and picked up a big black: handled ¢ 


meat knife, : the:-advocate declared: 


Miss Veksler then came into. the OCT 


kitchen and seeing a broken egg on 
the window sill, scolded the boy 
saving that be always had bought 
bad eggs. The boy snatched the 
egg away and replied that he had 
bought the egg for himself. This 
allegédly infuriated Miss Veksler 
and she slapped the boy. He 
struck back and hit her once on 
the nose with the handle of the 
knife. She than pulled his ears 
and dragged him into the drawing 
room. The boy broke loose and 
Miss Veksler telephoned scmeone 
in Russian. Then she sat down to 
read a magazine. 
Death Struggle 

A little later Miss Veksler again 
called the boy and scolded ‘him for 
having failed to dust the table. At 
the time she noticed that blood 
was trickling out of her nose, and 
allegedly angered made an attack 
on the boy. A struggle ensued and 
they fell on the floor, during which 
she bit his third finger and 
seratched his face. The boy gave 
her five or six heavy blows on the 
face and bit her left palm. He 
also butted her face with his head. 
Apparently weakened, Miss Veksler 
ceased to struggle. 

The prosecutor, at this stage. 
informed the judge that it was at 
that time that the boy stated that 
he had decided to kill the woman, 
as he was afraid that she would 
tell Captain Smyth of the day’s 
happenings. He then took out a 
small full bottle of Horsehead 
brand beer from the refrigerator 
and struck her on the forehead 
flve or six times. He also pulled 
down the blind in the room. 

Wrote Philosophy 

Apparently being a bit of a 
philospher, Yu picked up a_ big 
piece of blotting paper and wrote 
in Chinese characters, “If you do 
not succeed in injuring others, you 
will injure yourself." While he 
was writing, he heard the woman 
gasp. Detersined to do away with 
her, he got a'strip of canvas string 
and tied it tightly around her neck 
and put a towel over her head and 
then covered her body with a 
blanket. Before he left the apart- 
ment he ransackesd: the drawer 
and found $4, and took 80 or 90 
cents from the victim's bag, and 
her wrist watch on her left arm. 
When he left at about 1.30 p.m. 
he met the floor boy, who asked 
him with whom he had heen fight- 
ing. 

After leaving the apartment Yu 
slept for six nights in alleyways 
eff Yenping Road. He pawned the 


‘watch for $7, and lost $8 in gam- 


bling. 
; Admits Everything | 

Yu admitted everything the ad-/ 
vocate outlined to the court, but 
stated that the murder was not 
premeditated. He said he thoughi 
of killing her when he found her 
unconscious. He could not tell 
whether she was actually killed by 
the blows inflicted with the beer 
bottle or by strangulation, Yu stat- 
ed that the deceased fad often 
scolded him and wanted Captain 
Smyth to get a new boy. 

The. judge's attention was called 
to Yu's bitten finger and the -in- 
jured left hand of the victim, in-) 
Gicating that the confession corres-. 
ponded in many détails with the’ 
police findings. The floor boy, Chu 


— 
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“Boy” Confesses to 


Woman’s Murder 


Settlement 


Police Arrest 


Criminal Six Days After 
Brutal Hongkew Slaying 


The frail, almost girlish, cook-boy 
suspected of the brutal murder, on 
September 30, of Miss Margaret 
Wexler (or Vexler) in a flat at the 
Broadway Mansions, was arrested at 
3.30 p.m, yesterday in the Zaokadoo 
village, near Jessfield, where he had 
apparently been hiding ever since the 
crime, living from hand to mouth on 
$4—his only resources when he fied 
—and sleeping in casual places 
where he thought he would not be 
noticed by the regular residents. 

The cook-boy, Yu Yeh-yuen, 19- 
year-old native of Tinghai in the 
Chusan Islands of Chekiang Province, 
was arrested by detectives attached 
to “C” Division in which the murder 
took place. He was picked up on 
a tip supplied to the Settlement 
Police as a result of the exhaustive 
investigation conducted by the 
authorities throughout Shanghal 
since the murder. He readily con- 
fessed that he killed the young 
woman and then fled with the utmost 
despatch. 

‘Miss Wexler, 22-year-old Russian, 
was murdered in the Broadway 
Mansions flat between 12.30 and 1.15 
p.m. on September 30, according to 
Yu's confession. He killed her, he 
said, in a fit of anger induced by a 
quarrel over some trivial domestic 
matter. Death was caused by the 
young servant picking up a small 
beer bottle and striking Miss Wexler 


with it on the head several times,’ 


causing deep wounds in the forehead 
and left temple and a heavy loss of 
blood. The body was not discovereu 
until more than five hours later, 
when the murderer had already 
made his escape. It is believed that 
he went to Zaokadoo almost direct, 
using his Japanese pass to cross the 
Soochow Creek. He made no attempt, 


appareitly, to leave Shanghai for 
his native province. 


“Boy” Admits Quarrel 


Yu frankly admitted yesterday that 
he had had a quarrel with Miss 
Wexler immediately before he killed 


‘her, and disposed of the early theory 


that robbery was the motive for the 
crime. 

The arrest of the missing cook-boy 
brought relief to the staff of detec- 
tives who had been working day and 
night on the case since last Friday. 
The prisoner was taken immediately 
te Hongkew Police Station, where he 
was questioned at length for several 
hours. It was understood that he was 
teken last night to the scene of the 
crime, on the fifth floor of the Broad- 
yay Mansions, for a sort of recon- 
struction of the gruesome event. He 
was returned to the Hongkew Station 
last night and will be brought before 
the First Special District Court this 
morning. It is expected that the police 
will ask for a remand in order to 
enable them to continue their enquiry 
before they present the case. 


Floor-Coolie Questioned 


Yu's arrest was the second one 
made since the murder. On October 
2 a floor coolie at the Broadway Man- 
sions was detained when a pair of 
blood-stained trousers found in the 
apartment where Miss Wexler was 
murdered, were identified as his, He 
explained that the trousers had been 
‘borrowed from him by Yu, a con- 
tention that was confirmed by last 
right’s findings. 

He was held by the First Special 
District Court pending further in- 
quiries. At the time of his arrest 
also he was considered to have been 
only indirectly concerned, as a close 
friend of the absconded Yu. 


Note ber Vs 1938. ‘ be 


Eastem Times 8- 
IMPORTANT ARREST IN WEXLER MURDER CASE 

At about 7 p.m. September 30, a young Russian 
lady named Margaret Wexler was found strangled in Room 14 on 
the 5th floor of Broadway Mansions. The murderer left in the 
room a pair of blood-stained foreign trousers, a white shirt 
and a white coat. 

Investigations made by D.SeIe Tsu Chih-huang 
(A4& AZ) of Hongkew Police Station revealed that the said 
blood-stained clothing belonged to a boy named Chow Ching~ 
dong ( #! E@) employed at the store room on the top floor 
of the Mansions. The boy Chow was apprehended on suspicion 
of being concermed in the murder. He later made a statement 
that although the clothing belonged to him, it has been lent, 
prior to the murder of the Russian lady, to Yu Yeh-yuen(# 1% 9), 
native of Ningpo, a boy working in Room 14 on the Sth floor, 
and that Yu disappeared immediately after the murder. 

Acting on infomation that Yu was hiding in 
a house in the vicinity of Yenping and Connaught Roads, C.D C. 
Sung Kwei-hwa (/5, 7+ #) attached to West Hongkew Police 
Station and D.S. Rossington, at 3 poem. yestermy went to the 
address where they arrested the man Yu and later handed him 
over to Hongkew Police Station. 

The senior officers of the Police Force 
express great satisfaction at the quick apprehension of 
the culprit in the murder case@e 
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M.WEKSLER's wURDER MYSTERY s?TILL UNSOLVED, 


dnqguest held in cemera. 


the Municipal “olice continued yesterday their search for 
the Chinese named Yu Yueh-yuen,2VU, native of Ningpo,who is sus= 
pected of having murdered swargaret Weks1ler-Haimovich, 21, who Was 
found dead the day before yesterday in the appartment occupied 
by LFaptain =o, Smythe, veputy Commissioner of the Shanshai muni- 
cipal Yolice, 

testerday the Police still believed that the murder nad 
been committed by the boy,apparently,witn the intention to rob 
the property of the young woman, 

the inquest which took place yesterday at the mortuary,was 
held in cameras. the latter circumstance mit has added to the at- 
mosphere of mystery surrounding this murder, 

+he police refused to divulge any details regardin; the 
crime or to furnish even a brief account of the reslut of the in- 
quest as well as the procurator's verdict. 

rom the general state of the room in which the murder took 
place it appears that miss Weksler put up a resistance. +his Was 
indicated by the fact that pieces of furniture had been moved 
from their usual places ob overturned and that the victim's dress 
had been torn. 


at the mortuary. 


At about 10 awm. a great number of of police officials 
participating in the investigation of this pkwumm case gathered 
at the Yublic Mortuary,Kiaochow Koad,corner of Yenping Road. 

the deceased's body was in a separate section of the mor- 
tuary and was covered with a piece of brown cloth. ‘the beutiful 
face of the young woman had been disfugured so that it W*Salmost 


unrecognizable. the @yeas were half-closed. she face was covered 


_ With blood from a wound on the left side of the head. 


wne wag dressed in a Simple blue coloured sumnner dress. 


at LU aem. sharp, uptain Geil, Smythe accompanied vy two 


detectives arrived tc ive evidence. 


= 


at ll asm. urrived .tr.e Kuo Wel, Procuratoe of t) 


cial District Court, accompanied by his staff and or. 


she Procurator and doctor examined the body of the yo 


Held in camerar 


fei Li sung. 


un woman. 


fmnediately after the Procurator nad occupied his place in 


the court room, a Sub-inspector of the uniform oranch 


Deliet., Cleatted the room from public and pewspapermen 


that in accordance with instructions from high police 


+ 


ties,tie inquest would be helda"in camera’ 


of the 
»stating 


sutnori-~ 


however, the doors of the room remained open ,and news- 


Paper-iaen could see all that was going on in it. 

wor about 1U minutes a Subd-inspector of the vs... 
Lined to the court the ietails of police investicatio 
followed by the detective on duty who demonstrated ve 


Yrocurator various exhibits relatin:: to the crime, in 


Nae fe was 
fore the 


eluding the 


blanket in which the victim's head nad been wrapped ul'ter the 


murder, the G:pty beer bottle with which tne fatal bl 
struck etc. 

then evidence was given by Captain Gelse Smythe, 
apartment this bestial murder had taken place. ++e was 
oy Dr. Wei Li Kung who reported on the result of lis 
of the body. Captain Smythe was recalled,after which 
was given by two detectives and two Chinese employees 
Brodway Mansion, Vap.tain Smythe was again recalled as 


the detectives. 


ow had oeen 


in whose 
followed 
exuniinution 
Miduence 

of the 


well as 


During the court proceedings a large group of ¢dhe deceaseé 


ed's friends and acquaintances arrived to the mortuary. they 


were refused admittance to the court room aA Sergeant 


on duty 


also did not allow them to see the body of iwarzaret Weksler. 


the inquest took quite a long time,instead of t 


10-15 minutes. 


= 


he usual;* 


ee | 


maediately uyon th 
Smythe and t tectives 
) F 
io 
liagrgaret Weksler was 5 iLe 
Pive years of her residence here acguired a larce numbvder of 


Friends snd acgudintances. the sudden death of the young woman 
was a great blow to them. 
taargaret vexsiler was born in Htussia. She lost her father 
si she was still a child. She was 1U years of age When she ar= 


rived in farbin together with her mother. itn Harbin her mother 


owlel a certain mMordohovich, She hs still residing in that city 
and a telesranm was sent yesterday notifying her of the sudden dent 
f her a UGNvELTe 
Lovwards the end of 1932 Margaret Weksler married one wlired 


elbert +tuimovichg together with her husband she returned to sranve 
hai. “owever,they did not stay here long and soon left for Hankow 
from where they subsequently proceeded to Munking. 

they returned here in the beginning of 1944, 

+heir married life proved to be unhappy and soon afterwards 
the couple were divorced. 

ddargaret Weksler then obtained a position. at first she 
worked in the "Little Chocolate Shop” and the" Uhocolate Shop" 
owned by AS, Hleinermann. about two years ago she obtained a posi- 
tion in the "Metropole Hotel" bar where,being on duty, she mede 


her acquaintance with Captain G.id. Smythe. 


there can be no question of robbery. 

"She never had mtich money or valuables" ,told us a close 
friend of the late “arcaret Weksler. -“ She wore aismall ,umexpenes 
sive ring and a wrist watch. Sut even these articles sie os wear 
lately as,according to what she told me herself, she had been com-= 
pelled to pawn these articles. Yhere can be no question of rob- 
very as a motive of the murder$" 


“ Some time ago it was decided that Margaret would go to 


Hngland to reside there permanently. at first she intended to 


{ 


~4= 
stay with Yaptain Smythe's parents and then to bry ‘ 
position. 
ion of her departure for Hngland was definitely 
~ 2 =) ~ 


settled and she vould be leaving shanghai in two-three months 


-3t was ousy with her preparations for the trip, 


aking the necessary shopping etc. she Lloowed forward ith plea 
sure to the proposed tripe 
‘he deceased was a person of exceptional quulities,. Mer 
life was full of sorrow and Aisappointments. she was very kind, 


Syinpetnetic and sensitive, and enjoyed exceptional love 


Siig 
Suip of Blk who kney her. 
I often visited her in her apartment ut the Broadway 4an- 


sion. We used to play Mah-jong there and then to go 4e cinemade 


‘3 >ther,. 


Lately,she was gey and cheerful. She was extremely g 
looking and the amateur photograph in my possession does not do 
her justice, although even on this photograph she looks. a beuti-+ 
ful child. 

Her tragic death is a great blow bdlow to all who knew 


and loved her“, concludeék her story “i Weksler's fxr end. 


N. Gromoff,. 


Shanghai Evening Post & Mercury 


No Arrests Made 
In Veksler Case — 
Criticism Voiced 


The murderer of Miss Margaret 
Veksler (or Wexler), 22-year-old 
Russian-Jewess, has not been 
found yet by the Municipal Police. 
despite the offer of a $250 reward 
and an intensive search. The man 
wanted for alleged murder is the 
cook-bcy cf Captain H. M. Smyth, 
deputy commissioner of the SMP, 
in whcse apartment Miss Veksler 
was slugged and_ suffocated to 
death September 30. His name is 

4 | Yu Yeh-yuen, 20, native of Ningpo. 
F A growing demand for details 
ecncerning this cases has keen 
lately voiced in Shanghai, not to 
satisfy morbid curiosity but be- 
cause of a suspicicn of scandal 
involved in high places. The 
suspicicn is not confirmed ‘by fact, 
but few facts have been made 
available to the public, and it is 
declared in certain quarters that 
“there is a-law for the rich, atid 
a@ law for the poor and in Shang- 
hai a law exculsively for the 
great.” Op tion to secret in- 
estigations “has been expressed. 
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CHINA PRESS. 


Wants Information 


Editor, Tue CHINA PRESS 

Sir—We have heard of a law 
for the rich and a Jaw for the poor,’ 
but in Shanghai, apparently, there 
exists _9 —law— exclusive r the 
Feat, as illustrated by the currmt 
i 7 


nguiry into the tra ora 


young woman in the -aj 
a highly-pluced _police_official. 
Tt is far 


from my intention to 


like _to_asic_ whether the Ss 
béIng held _in camera (a) simply 
it_involves a_ cial; 


If the case is being held in camera 
for either of these two reasons, then 
there has ut : 
trust towards the ratepayers and 
the Nratter should be taker up im- 

ely _“by—the-—responsible_gu- 
therities. It is inconceivable ‘that 
there should be anything to hide 
from the public if there has been 
murder pure and simple; in fact, 
for its own protection, the public 
shculd be made acquainted with 
the essential facts. 

May I express the earnest hope 
that ‘this curious reticence by the 
peice and press will cease imme- 
diately, and_thereby put an end to 
the wild speculation now goin 
Over the tragedy: ~~~ 

—Tsseree== YOURS; ett, 
JUSTICE. 


|Shanghai, October 4, 1938 
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Floor Boy Held! 
In. Veksler -€ase! 


Comrade Of § Suspected 


Murderer 


Arrested ; 


Inquest Held 


Intensive inquiry into the mur- 
der of Miss Margaret Veksler, 22 
launched by the Settlement police 
over the weekend, has resulted in 
the arrest of a floor boy employed 
by the Broadway Mansions and 
the recovery of a pair of blood- 
stained trousers. 

The actual murderer, believed 
to be the cook-boy who disappear - 
ed after the killing, was still at 
large today, however. The in- 
vestigators continued to search for 
him all over the city. 

Trousers Found 

The floor boy was placed under 
arrest by Detective Sub-Inspector 
M. L. Crowther yesterday, follow- 
ing the discovery of the trousers, 
a pair of short underpants, one 
eotton singlet, a pair of stockings) 
and a short white jacket in the 
apartment in Broadway Mansions 
where Miss Veksler was murder- 
ed. 

During questioning, it was dis- 
closed that the blood-stained 
trousers belonged to the coolie, 
who. gave his name as Chu Chin- 
doong, 29-year-old native of 
Chinghai. He stated that the 
trousers were borrowed by the 
missing cook. He denied that the 
.other ‘garments belonged to him. 
Both boys shared the same room 
in the building, although Chu was 
employed by the landlords while 
the ‘other’ was ,a. private cook’ in | 
the* employ of* Captain H. M. 
Smyth, ctputy commissioner ol 
the S.MP., in whose room Miss 
Veksler. was found murdered. 

Death By Violence 

Chu was this morning arraign- 
ed before the First Special District | 
Court on a writ of detention. 
After: a short questioning by 
Judge Wong he was ordered de- 
tained until next week. Mr. T. Y. 
Chang, municipal advocate, gave! 


| evidence.’ | 


It was stated by the advocate 
that the court procurator during,- 
the inquest returned a verdict of], 
death by violence and suffocation. 
‘The judicial doctor ventured his)’ 
opinion during the inquest that’ 
the victim’s head was bashed in 


beer bottle, and that she was later 


ws a blunt instrument, possibly eS 


teok place between 2 and 5 P.m,j 
last Friday, according to the) 
judiciai doctor. 
Revenge Suggested 

The police today advanced the 
theory that the murder may have 
been prompted by revenge. In 
this connection, the arrested man 
is being closely questioned as he 
has been on intimate terms with 
the ccok. 

Miss Veksler was found murder- 
ed in Captain Smyth’s room at 
Apt. 14, Broadway Mansions, or: 


Soochow Road, late Friday night | 


Drawers had been ransacked ancG 
there-were.no jewelry on the de- 
ceased. There was also 2vidence 
of a desperate struggle. Miss 
Veksler had known Captain Smyth 
for some time, 
Funeral Held 

At 2 o’cleck yesterday afternoor 
simple funeral services were helce 
at the Hungjao Road Cemetery 
for the late Miss Veksler. A 
spray of white lilies from Captain 
Smyth was Icwered into the grave 
with the casket. D2an A. C. & 
Trivett of the Cathedral, officiat- 


ed. 

It is unknown whether the de- 
ceased was of th? Jewish or 
Christian faith as there was 
much . debsting among Miss 
_Veksler’s friends on. this point 
Her former husband, Alfrec 
Haimovitch, was Jewish, but this 
dces net signifily that his wife 
was too. a number of Jewisi 
friends mt to the Jewish 
Cemetery at 3 p.m., the time set 
for the funeral, and tihen dis- 
covered that Mis Veksier had re- 
2@ived a Christin burial an hour 


| carlier at Hungjao. 
Captain 


{ho aonlatein “that Mins 


' Veksler should have been buried 


Prove it.. They say nothing will) 
be done, however, until and if’ her: 


suffocated ‘to death by a in Sh who is in Harbin, arrives 


the advocate stated. The murder}; 


4 
y 
‘ 
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Ta Mei Wen Pao (2/10) 3s- 


MURDER OF 4 FORSIGN GIRL IN THE BROALWAY MANSIONS» 


Two days ago, a strange murder case oocurred 
in Room No. 14 on the 5th floor of Broadway MmsionBy, 
occupied by a certain senior foreign officer of the S.&.Ce 
The victim is a girl nemed Miss Margaret Wexler, a white 
Russian, a friend of this senior foreign officer. She 
was killed by someone with a beer bottle. 

The girl was paying a visit at the invitetion 
of the foreigm officer, It happened that the officer 
was out and @ servant admitted the girl. When the 
officer returned, he found the door locked. When the 
door was eventually opmed, he found the giri hed been 
murdered. The Police are investigating the casée 

It is learned thst the deceased was 24 years 
of ages; her father is a Germane She removed to Harbin 
from Moscow 12 years ago and later came to Shanghai 
4&t the time of her death, she resided in the Metropole 
Hotel, Foochow Road. She intended to go to England 
reoentlye 

Meny rumours are in circulation about the 
Cases Some s®y that it is a case of common robbery and 
that the girl was murder:d because she hed resisted. 

Two Chinese servants are under suspicione 

4mother report says that the Russian girl 

was o spy of a certain party, but this could not be 


confi meds i 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL’ POLICE. 


$250 REWARD. 
WANTED FOR MURDER. 


Name ~- 
Age 


Professio: 
Height 
Bulld 
Mair 
Dialect 
Dress... 


paid for information leading to 


Native of 


. YU YEH YUEN. ' 
. Between 18 and 20 years 
+ Tinghai.' 
Servant. 
About 5 ft 4 Inches. 
. Slim. | 


. Long aod parted in centre 
. Ningpo. 
. Chinese. 


—o 
i 
He 


the arrest and conviction of the 


original of the above photograph who is wanted for the murder of a 


foreign female on September 30, 1 


938. 


Any information, please communicate with the nearest Police 


Station immediately 
. 


October 3, 1938 


| The 


Commissioner ot Police, 
Shanghai Municipal Police Force. 


cffeminate-complsxioncd youth above, for whom the S.M. Police 
| have posted a $250 reward, is Yu Yeh-yuen, aged 18 to 20, cowk employed 


by Captain Smyth, S.M.P. Commissioner. 


of 22-year-old Russian-Jewish Mar 


He is wanted for the murdcr 
guerite Veksler Friday between 2 


and 5 p.m. 


Police Post Reward Of $250 ' 
For Arrest Of Chinese Cook, 


Wanted For 


Veksler Murder 


\ Japanese Report Girl Was Spy Ridiculed By All 


Intimate Friends; Inquest Reveals Death Is 
Caused By Violence, Suffocation 


The Shanghai Municipal Police 
yesterday posted a $259 reward for 
the arrest or information leading 
to the arrest of Yu Yeh-yuen, aged’ 
18 to 20, baby-faced cook employed 
by Captain H.M. Smyth, Deputy 
Commissioner S.M.P. The youth is 
wanted for the death of 22-year-old 
Russian-Jewish Marguerite Veksler, 
who was found brutally murdered 
in Captain Smyth’s Broadway Men- 
sions apartment late Friday night. 


Another new angle on the case, 
which is not being seriously con- 
sidered, is the report of Japanese 
origin that Miss Veksler was em- 
Ployed as a spy. This report was 
reduced to a grim jest by the un- 
animous ridicule of friends of the 
deceased. °¢ 


In the First Special District Court 
yesterday morning the police ar- 
raigned before the tribunal 29-year- 
old Chu Chin-doong, floor boy em- 
ployed by the management of 
Broadway Mansions who was arrest- 
ed Sunday following the discovery 
in his’ room of a pair of blood- 
stained trousers. 


Shared Room 


Chu shared his room in the serv- 
ants’ quarters with the wanted 
murderer, “Baby-Face” Yu. and 
told the court yesterday that the 
trousers were his property, but that 
they had been borrowed by Yu. 
Both Chu and Yu are natives of 
Chinghal. 
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CHINA PRESS. 


MT 41938 


During the hearing, in which the 
judge ordered Chu to be detained 
for a week pending investigation, 
it was revealed that the verdict 
handed down in the inquest Satur- 
day—which was held in camera— 
was death by violence and suffoca- 
tion. The murder was committed 
between the hours of 2 and 5 p.m. 
Friday, according to the judicial 
doctor, and was caused by a blunt 
instrument, possibly a beer bottle. 
Later, she was suffocated to death 
by a blanket. 

Police forward a theory that the 
motive was robbery and personal 
vengeance. Yu is said to have been 
stealing for some time, and not long 
ago Miss Veksler, who. caught him 
in the act, threatened to expose 
him. 

When Captain Smyth entered the 
apartment Friday night he found 
Miss Veksler dead, lying on the 
floor with congealed blood on her 
head and face. Subsequently it was 
established that there were seven 
wounds on her head and face. 

The drawers in the room had 
been ransacked, and all jewelry on 
the deceased was removed. There 
was also evidence of a brief but 
desperate struggle. 


Local Jews Indignant 


Meanwhile, Shanghai's Jewish 
community continued to “wax” in- 
dignant yesterday over the fact that 
Miss Veksler, who was known to all 


——— 


fer intimate friends as polis ‘of 
the Hungjao Road Cemetery and 
nat the Jewish Cemetery on Baikal 
Road. She was given a Christian 
buria] with Dean A.CS. Trivett of 
the Holy Trinity Cathedral officiat- 
ing. 

The funeral was scheduled for 3 
p.m. at the Baikal Road Cemetery. 
but the remains of Miss Veksler 
were buried an hour earlier in 
Hungjao, leaving a large number 
of the deceased’s Jewish fricnds 
who proceeded to the Baikal Roac 
burial ground puzzled. 

The local Rabbi is said. to have 
evidence to the effect that Miss 
Veksler was cf Jewish faX%h. How- 
ever, it is reported that Captain 
myth has made a statement to the 
local Jewish community that he as- 
sumes full responsibility for the 
Christian burial anc the expenses 
entailed. 

The question of buriai will not be 
brought up umless the deceased's 
mether, now in Harbin, arrives hero 
and wishes to carry the matter 
further. 
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October 4, 1938. 


Standard and other local newspapers i- 
THE MURDER OF MISS WEXLER 

At 7 peme September 30 Miss Margaret Wexler, a 
22-year old Russian girl, was found murdered in Room No. 14 
of the Broadway Mansions. The culprit left behind a pair 
of blood-stained grey cloth foreigm trousers, a white shirt, 
a white coat and sockse 

Acting on information that Chow Ching-deng 
( EE), age 29, native of Ningpo, a boy employed with 
the store room on the top floor of the Mansions, was concerned 
in the murder of the Russian girl, D.S.I. Crowther and D.S.I. 
Tsu Chih-huang (Ff #5 4B) of Hongkew Police Station at noon 
on October 2 visited the place and took the man to the station. 

The prisoner was arraigned before the Shanghai 
First Special District Court yesterday morning when Assistant 
Municipal Advocate Tsang Tien-ying CHR # ie ), prosecuting, 
addressed the Court as follows *- "Among the blood-stained 
clothing discovered in the room after the murder of the 
Russian girl was a pair of grey trousers which is the property 
of Chow Ching-dong. The latter has made a statement to the 
_ Police that prior to the murder he had lent the pair of 
" trousers to Yu Yeh-yuen (#4 & 8) » a cook-boy working in 
Room No.14, who has since disappeared, but denied any knowledge 
of the murder. A writ of detention is being @plied for so 
as to enable the Police to continue the investigations." 

Here the Assistant Municipal Advocate produced 
the pair of blood-stained trousers for inspection by the Court. 

Questioned by the Court, Chow Ching-dong said *- 
"Il have been employed for about two years as a boy in the 
store room on the llth floor of the Broadway Mansions. The 
Russian girl lived in Room Noel4.on the Sth floor. Ags I have 
never been to the place, I did not know here JI shared Room 


No.514 with Yu Yeh-yuen. Prior to the affair, Yu, claiming 


~2-= 


that he had to go out on some business, borrowed from me 
the pair of grey trousers now produced in Court, but he 
disappeared on the afternoon of the following day. I 
have nothing to do with the murder of the Russian girl." 


The case was .semanded by order of Judge Tong 
3 cA 
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“Crime Memo No. 9/58. 


Senior Deteoctivas, 
Senior Detective, C.L 


D.D.0.s 


‘ANTED FOR MURDER. 
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Description 
SS +, 
.».Yu Yeh Yuen (Ark, 


be ceeesseee BEtween 18 and 20 years 
es of....-vinghai 


SESsion....-oervant 


eeoesss ADOUT 5 foet 4 inches 


oooese LONG, and parted in 
centre 


awe @ dL NEpO 


aléwisnve @e COLNOSS 


verson is wanteca for the murder 


of a foreicn fenale on Ssut2mber 50, 1938. 


All lodging houscs ctce. are to ve visited imm 
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diately. 


any informaticn please inform Hongkew Station without 


G. We. Gilbert 


Deputy Commissioner (Crime). 
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